
ARIDO INTERIOR 
DESIGNER ARCHITECT LICENSED

TECHNOLOGIST, OAA 

Path to Becoming 
Qualified and

Licenced

Professional Dues Additional Professional 
Standards &

Requirements

Regulatory Authority

MINIMUM EDUCATION

CIDA Degree - Interior Design

CACB or NAAB Masters Degree 
/professional degree in Architecture

three-year architectura
technology program

PROTECTED SCOPE OF PRACTICE

Anyone can practice ID

OAA Licensed members can 
practice Architecture

Licensed Technologist Limited 
Licence to practice

CERTIFICATE OF PRACTICE

No, anyone can run design practice

COP required to o�er services to public

COP required to o�er services to public

SEAL OR STAMP RECOGNIZED

Requires BCIN

Yes seal recognized - where allowed

Yes seal recognized - where allowed

TITLE ENFORCEMENT

 "Interior Designer"

 "Architect"

 

COMPLAINTS PROCESS

Yes

Yes

Yes

 

DISCIPLINE PROCESS

Yes but cannot restrict practice

Yes

Yes

 

ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION  
PATHWAY ACCEPTED

ICRS through ARIDO

AARP through CIDQ

RAIC Syllabus program

N/A

ALTERNATIVE 
PATHWAY TO LICENCE

Broadly Experienced 
Foreign Architect

N/A

EXPERIENCE 

3,520 hours supervised work experience

3,720 hours supervised work experience

5,580 hours supervised work experience

PROFESSIONAL LIABILITY 
INSURANCE MANDATORY      

Yes

Yes

Yes

CODE OF ETHICS &
PRACTICE STANDARDS

Yes

Yes

Yes

ANNUAL DUES AT TIME OF
QUALIFICATION AND TO MAINTAIN ANNUALLY

$524.87 ARIDO Registered Member Fees 

$835.55 - individual Architect Licence

$425.50 - Certificate of Practice

5,580 hours supervised work experience

EXAMINATION

NCIDQ Examination

Examiniations for Architects in Canada (ExAC) or ARE from NCARB

Licensed Technologist OAA Examination  

CEU MANDATATORY

12 hours every 2 years, minimum 
4 hours  Health & Safety 

70 hours every 2 years, minimum 
25 hours Structured Learning

35 hours every 2 years, minimum 
12 hours Structured Learning
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Regulatory Authority

Minimum Education 

Experience

Examination 

Alternative Education Pathway 
Accepted

Alternative Pathway to License

CIDA Degree - Interior Design 

3,520 hours supervised work experience

NCIDQ Examination 

ICRS through ARIDO 
AARP through CIDQ

N/A

Masters degree in Architecture -  
CACB Accredited/Certified

3,720 hours supervised work experience

Examiniations for Architects in Canada 
(ExAC) or ARE from NCARB

RAIC Syllabus program 

Broadly Experienced Foreign Architect

Three-year architectural  
technology diploma

5,580 hours supervised work experience

Licensed Technologist OAA Examination 

Advanced Standing Program 

N/A

Annual Dues at time of qualification 
and to maintain annually

$524.87 - ARIDO Registered Member $850.00 - Architect
$433.50 - Certificate of Practice

$597.50 - Licensed Technologist, OAA
$307.00 - Certificate of Practice

Mandatory Continuing Education 

Professional Liability Insurance 
mandatory

Code of Ethics /  
Professional Requirements

12 hours every 2 years, minimum 4 
hours Health & Safety 

Yes 

Yes

70 hours every 2 years, minimum 25 
hours Structured Learning

Yes 

Yes

35 hours every 2 years, minimum 12 
hours Structured Learning

Yes 

Yes

Protected Scope of Practice 

Certificate of Practice 

Seal / Stamp

Title Enforcement

Complaints Process

Discipline Process / Result

For Interior Design - no protected scope 

No, not required to offer services to 
the public

Requires BCIN

 “Interior Designer”

Yes

Yes, but cannot restrict practice

Practice of Architecture is a protected 
scope

Yes, required to offer services to the 
public

Yes, seal required

 “Architect”

Yes

Yes, can restrict licence and practice

Limited scope of practice in 
Architecture

Yes, required to offer services to the 
public

Yes, seal required

“Licensed Technologist, OAA”

Yes

Yes, can restrict licence and practice
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